Keeping Up With the RWD
Boundaries is a Challenge

By Mark Thomas, GPS Mapping Coordinator

T

his past September, I received a
phone call from a fairly new
bookkeeper of a rural water
district in Osage County. She seemed a
little frustrated about the
inconsistencies with the boundaries of
the RWD she worked for. The map that
the county has shows boundaries being
different than the boundaries that
KRWA shows on its website. Without
seeing the actual boundary that the
county has, my guess was that they had
the boundary from the original
construction back in 1965, and that
there was just an assumption that the
district's territory covered certain areas
because a waterline was perhaps
installed there after the original project
was constructed.
Every RWD should have a copy of
their articles of incorporation. Those
documents are what the county acted
on to create the new district. Those
documents should have included a
description in metes and bounds of the
area being incorporated for the district.
In 1994, KRWA, with the support of
KDHE, saw a need to document the
boundaries of all the RWDs in the
state. Every RWD in Kansas was
visited in person by someone from
KRWA to review original boundary
descriptions and to note any
attachments of land that had been
made, or deletions, or consolidations.
This was “pre-digital era” and a hard
copy of the book showing the
boundaries and demographics of each
district was produced with the
assistance of the Kansas Water Office.
In 2001, those boundaries were
digitized. I can tell from experience,
reading legal descriptions while
drawing RWD boundaries is not my
favorite thing to do, as I always find
myself double checking the
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KRWA has posted all 260-plus rural water district boundaries on its website at
https://krwa.net/ONLINE-RESOURCES/RWD-Maps. Districts are encouraged to
advise KRWA of any correction that needs to be made.

boundaries, as all of the section
numbers start to read similar.
Another issue that concerned the
bookkeeper in Osage County was that a
few areas of the district had waterlines
that extended outside of the boundary
on the district's map. That's not the way
it is supposed to be but it is not an
uncommon occurrence in Kansas. If a
farmer who is a half-mile outside of the
district boundary needs an emergency
connection, and no other district is in
proximity, then usually the closest
district will agree to the extension. The
installation of the pipeline is the
problem at hand. What is often
overlooked is for the district to go
through the process of legally attaching
the new tracts that are served to the
existing district. Legalities aside, too
often the district then doesn't even note
the additional tracts on any map.
Situations such as this may not seem
important at the time, but they often
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result in disputes. A neighboring
district may not be close to that farmer
right now, but I’ve seen numerous
districts expand and take on sometimes
hundreds of new customers at one
time. By keeping district boundaries
updated, the district can protect itself
from future legal disputes, but potential
customers also will have clarity as to
which system can legally provide
service. If a city is considering an
annexation, any neighboring RWD
needs to be able to demonstrate their
legal boundary. Usually questions or
disagreements are worked out in a civil
manner, but not always. I’m sure many
readers of this article have either heard
of or read about a RWD vs. RWD, or
City vs. RWD legal dispute because of
territorial disputes.
A city annexation of land within a
RWD boundary is provided by state
law. Neighboring RWDs that have
verified boundaries to show what

with GIS departments are able to
display the RWDs that serve the
county online. KRWA's website
(see https://krwa.net/ONLINERESOURCES/RWD-Maps) has
maps of all RWDs by county.
When changes are made, it is
important to share those changes
with others in government and
KRWA. KRWA receives several
phone calls every week, either
from prospective landowners,
realtors, or RWD staff, wanting
to know the location of RWD
services. There are times when
these questions concern a certain
location that is between districts.
KRWA has posted all 260-plus rural water district boundaries on its website at
KRWA staff always explain that
https://krwa.net/ONLINE-RESOURCES/RWD-Maps. Districts are encouraged to advise
most of the boundaries that
KRWA of any correction that needs to be made.
KRWA and counties have are
more than ten years old, and that
territory is within the boundary are at
system could not prepare the
“rural water” maybe available in the
an advantage versus a district that
documents necessary for the county to
area even though the location is not
cannot document its legal boundary.
act on the request for attachment.
within the boundary of any district.
There isn’t a whole lot that goes into
Having district boundaries up-to-date
Having up-to-date boundaries that
changing a RWD boundary either. The
for the county is the first step. That's
are available to all the appropriate
side bar shows the pertinent state
the most crucial part of this, as that will
entities, easily accessible online, and
statutes that deal with the matter. It is
be the avenue other systems will be
on a large wall map, can help make
all accomplished at the local level and
steered toward when looking for this
decision-makers' jobs more efficient
there's really no reason that the local
information. Today, many counties
when it comes to understanding service
areas. Though it may seem like a
minuscule matter at the time of
Kansas Statutes governing RWDs . . .
extending a line outside of the legal
Kansas statutes pertaining to organization of rural water districts are
boundary, it can turn into an extremely
K.S.A. 82a-612 through 82a-647.
important matter real quick in the
The following state statutes address attachment and release of lands
future.
for rural water districts in Kansas.
KRWA wants to be of service to all
water
districts in having accurate
u K.S.A. 82a-622. Attachment of adjoining lands, when; petition,
boundaries.
Check the KRWA website
contents.
to
review
any
district. If anyone knows
u K.S.A. 82a-623. Attachment of adjoining land to water district;
of changes or updates that need to be
procedure; notice and hearing upon petition.
made, KRWA would appreciate being
u K.S.A. 82a-624. Findings of board; new boundaries; subscription to
made aware of them. Send an email to
beneﬁt units by landowners of attached territory.
me at Mark@krwa.net or call the office
u K.S.A. 82a-637. Rural water districts; transfer of assets, properties,
at 785.336.3760.

funds and records of certain districts to city or board of public
utilities of city; agreements between district and city or board of
utilities; outstanding indebtedness and obligations; water service
and rates; approval of U.S. secretary of agriculture.
u K.S.A. 82a-639. Consolidation of rural water districts; duties of
board of county commissioners.
u K.S.A. 82a-646. Release of lands from district.
u K.S.A. 82a-647. Release of lands from district; alternative
procedure.
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Scholarship Opportunity

The Kansas Rural Water Association Scholarship Committee established a college scholarship in the amount of
$1,000 in 2016. This notice announces the scholarship application process for the 2019-2020 school term. The
Scholarship will awarded to a graduating high school senior. Applicants are limited to be children, stepchildren or
under guardianship of full-time employees of either an Active Member System of the Kansas Rural Water
Association or employees of the Association.
This Scholarship is designated as the Dennis Schwartz Scholarship in honor of Dennis Schwartz who served on
the Association Board of Directors from 1977 to 2014 and who has served on a host of state and national
committees including the National Rural Water Association, National Drinking Water Advisory Committee and
the Kansas Water Authority.

The Scholarship will be paid in two installments: 1) half for the 2019 fall semester; 2) half for the 2020 spring
semester upon proof of enrollment and continued study. The award will be issued directly to the applicant and
not to the college, university or institution of higher learning.

Applicants must include a copy of his/her transcript for the seven semesters of high school with the application.
Applicants must complete the application form in its entirety by completing all blanks and signing the
application. The applicant must include one letter of reference by a teacher or school counselor.

The recipient of the Dennis Schwartz Scholarship award will be announced at the 2019 KRWA Annual Conference
& Exhibition, March 27, 2019. Applications must be postmarked no later than February 1, 2018, and mailed to:
Kansas Rural Water Association
ATTN: Scholarship Committee
PO Box 226
Seneca, KS 66538

The application and rules can be found online at www.krwa.net (under “Online Resources” and then “Scholarship
Opportunity). Please contact the KRWA oﬃce at 785-336-3760 if you wish to have the application mailed or
emailed to you. When downloading this ﬁle, save it to your computer and then complete it, save it again, then
print and mail to the address above.
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