By Douglas Helmke P.G., Water Rights/Source Water Specialist

T

hrough hard work, smart
decisions and good stewardship,
Kansans have been able to save
and earn a staggering amount of wealth
that our ancestors probably could not
have envisioned. With this wealth, we
can raise a healthy, educated family, eat
a wide variety of foods grown from all
over the world and of course, drink
clean, safe water from faucets in our
homes. We can travel to nearly any
country we want. In a few years, travel
to outer space might be on this list for
some of us.
Because of our wealth and freedom,
many of our retirees have left the home
communities of their parents and
grandparents to enjoy out-of-state
children and grandchildren, favorable
weather and other amenities. They are
also taking their wealth with them.
Because of the estimated past potential
for $79 billion to be transferred to the
following generation between 2010 and
2020, the Kansas Association of
Community Foundations (see
https://kansascfs.org/ ) developed the
“Keep 5 in Kansas” (see
http://keepfiveinkansas.com/ )
campaign.
While actual amount of wealth
that left Kansas is not yet available
for the decade ending this year, it is
believed that the projection to 2064
is still accurate. This number is
nearly $600 billion. If five percent
of this transferred wealth can be
kept in Kansas and directed to
community foundations, the amount

30

THE KANSAS LIFELINE

that could be kept here would be nearly
$30 billion. Imagine the improvements
that could be accomplished with the
interest alone if this small percentage
were left within the community where
it was raised. With this fact in mind, it
is appropriate to ask those making
important estate plans to consider
leaving a small portion of their assets
to a community foundation to assist the
same community where they and their
ancestors grew up and achieved
success.

Supporting local community
more important than ever

With most small towns facing
uncertain futures, those that offer the
most amenities to families looking for
small town values will likely be the
communities that survive and thrive.
Partnering with a community consultant
such as Kansas PRIDE, Inc. (see
https://kansasprideprogram.k-state.edu/)
can also help a community achieve a
higher level of vitality. By developing
a vision with other community

By developing a vision
with other community
members and partners,
improvements that once
seemed out of reach can
become possible.
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members and partners, improvements
that once seemed out of reach can
become possible. These improvements
in a community can include a modern
library, new park equipment and other
recreation opportunities, fire
department buildings, etc. It could also
be a unique youth program that the
youth of the community want to
pursue. The list is unlimited. Pursuing
and achieving these improvements will
demonstrate the values new residents
want to experience.
And while visions and ideas and
plans need people to adopt and
promote them, most community
vitality efforts will also need a little bit
of cash to get started. Don’t let a lack
of cash be a wet blanket on those
flickering community improvement
ideas. Create a local community
improvement fund at the local
foundation, and show interested estate
creators and planners that your
community has a vision and is serious
about putting donated wealth to work.

Where are community
foundations? How do they
work?

Community foundations are located
in nearly every county of Kansas. Most
belong to the Kansas Association of
Community Foundations. In addition to
the state association (which promotes
the Keep 5 in Kansas campaign and
provide educational and technical
support) and the local community
foundations, there are regional

district patrons? Could there
be a fund to provide travel
for district or city
employees to get specialized
training? Could a fund
partly pay for
implementation of a source
water protection plan, like
the seeding of a wildflower
buffer around wells to
protect water quality and to
support pollinating insects?
This
writer thinks so.
This wellhouse and generator, while adequately protected from intruders, is not as adequately
If
your
town or water
protected from fertilizers and herbicides that may be used on the cultivated ﬁelds less than 25
district
does
not have a fund
feet away. Having a second source of funding to supplement the funding available from the
at
the
local
community
United States Department of Agriculture, such as a community fund at the local foundation, may
foundation, give them a call
be the last piece needed to have vegetative buﬀers installed around this well.
and let them know you need
their assistance. You can
community foundations that provide
could be pursued if there is a need? Is
find
your
local
foundation, and their
much of the administrative (accounting
there leadership on the board (or
contact
information,
on the map at the
and legal) support to keep the various
council), so that the engagement and
Kansas
Association
of
Community
registered funds in compliance with
the cash come together to accomplish
Foundations
web
site
(see
federal and state tax laws. They also
it? Could there be a fund to provide
https://kansascfs.org/contactLocal.cfm)
oversee the investment accounts,
additional scholarships to children of
balancing investment risk and returns.
All of these foundations use a very
small percentage of the money
deposited to pay their expenses. The
local foundation usually promotes the
funds that have been created and
encourages the public to support
activities that generate cash deposits
into those funds, promotes the creation
of new funds, and meets with
consultants and their clients who may
want to create a new fund for a specific
purpose (such as scholarships,
community development, the arts, etc.),
providing options on how to give to
maximize the local benefit of the gift.
Leaving the accounting, investing and
financial reporting to the regional or
local foundation frees the local
community to do the meaningful
project implementation.

Could there be a fund
to provide travel for
district or city
employees to get
specialized training?
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Rural water district fund?

Is there a Kansas Rural Water
District fund anywhere? KRWA knows
of one RWD that is awarding
scholarships. Why isn’t there a Rural
Water District fund at a local
community foundation? Are the
customers or benefit unit owners of the
local water district not a community?
Are there community projects that
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