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Award winners for 2008
– helping today for
a better tomorrow!
“Water System Operator of the Year”
– Roger Koch, City of Axtell

“Special Recognition Award”
– Jim Ferguson, Franklin RWD 2

Roger Koch, City of Axtell,
was the recipient of the
“Municipal Water System
Operator of the Year” at the 2009 Kansas Rural Water
Association conference.
Koch has been employed at the City of Axtell for 26 years.
His job responsibilities include maintaining the city’s water
and wastewater systems, the electrical system, the streets and
maintaining the city's equipment and buildings. Roger has
overseen improvements to the city's water system by
connecting to Rural Water District No. 3, Marshall County to
alleviate a nitrate compliance issue that affected the city's
wells. He created a replacement schedule for all water and
electric meters; he has upgraded electrical, water and sewer
lines as growth has required doing so. Presently, 90% of all
the streets have been upgraded from rock to asphalt and
there's a maintenance schedule for re-oiling them.
Koch was also cited for his work during the ice storm in
December 2007. He and city crew members saw Axtell
without power for only 23 hours. Roger and his crew had
cleared tree limbs and repaired all downed feeder lines
within the city by the time the power supplier returned
service to the city.
Roger also is active in the community, serving on church
organizations and the low-income housing board. You might
say that the only time that he has on his hands is when he
volunteers to control the clock during high school ball
games. Congratulations again to a very deserving Municipal
Operator of the year, Roger Koch.
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Jim Ferguson, operator/manager
of Rural Water District No. 2,
Franklin County, was the recipient
of KRWA’s “Special Recognition Award” for 2009.
“Jim Ferguson has worked for more than four decades to
help people have a better tomorrow through an improved
water supply,” said Association General Manager Elmer
Ronnebaum in making the presentation.
Ferguson not only helped promote the new water district,
he was responsible for inspection of the system during
construction. The project today serves approximately 250
rural residents south and east of Ottawa. Water is purchased
from the City of Ottawa. He has worked with many different
county inspectors, road superintendents, state highway
engineers and the district’s engineering firm to make sure
new lines are installed correctly and other utility crossings
are made without damage.
Ferguson was cited for his dedication to ensuring that the
benefits of Rural Water District No. 2 will continue to
provide service for many decades to come. Board members
and district patrons know that he has worked to educate the
public about the benefits of rural water. He has given up
evenings, weekends, holidays, school and church functions
to go out and repair leaks and perform other maintenance on
the system.
Technology has also changed how the district operates.
Until not too many years ago, the district was a self-read
system with customers reading their own meters and
submitting payment. Today, the district uses automated
meter reading which allows the district to have more
accurate usage records and correct billings are submitted
to the patrons.

“City Administrator of the Year”
– Doug Allen, City of Sabetha

Doug Allen, City Administrator
at the City of Sabetha, is the
recipient of the “City
Administrator of the Year” award.
Allen has been Administrator at Sabetha for the past 18
years. In the award announcement, he was applauded for
living the conference theme: “Helping today for a better
tomorrow!”
Doug’s work has included helping guide a new $4.5
million addition to the hospital and a new $4 million sewer
upgrade with installation of 1.5 miles of 18” interceptor line.
He has also been instrumental in planning and guiding the
installation and upgrades of the city’s electrical system and
the city’s power plant including the installation of a new
engine at a cost of $4.2 million. There’s also been a $1.2
million project to renovate the city’s library and to meet
ADA compliance.
Doug also holds certifications as a Class IV wastewater
operator and a Class III water operator from the Kansas
Department of Health & Environment. He presently serves
on the board of directors of the Kansas Municipal Utilities
(KMU) and is also on the board of directors of the Kansas
Power Pool (KPP).

“Rural Water Office Manager of the Year”
– Corky Gammon, Miami RWD 2

Corky Gammon, Rural Water
District No. 4, Miami County, was
the recipient of KRWA's “Rural
Water Office Manager of the Year” award.
“Corky has worked tirelessly, including after hours and on
weekends to see that the district's work is completed,” said
Elmer Ronnebaum, General Manager for the Association. “It
is not uncommon for her to remain at the office after hours
so someone can stop in and make a payment or file an
application for service. She is very much appreciated for her
professionalism and the work effort that she provides to the
water district,” Ronnebaum commented during the
announcement. District board members agree that she works
hard for the customers of the district and understands the
policies set by the board and enforces them equally to all.

Corky has continued to adapt as the water district has
grown. When she began 12 years ago, the district was a selfread system. At her suggestion the district began reading
meters monthly and billing. Revenue increased because all
the water was being paid for. Approximately 20% of the
customers were estimating the water they used and were
often, their estimates were incorrect by several thousand
gallons.
On all upgrades or line looping or extensions, she works to
obtain easements and also assists with the inspection of the
new installation. She is also certified as an operator by the
Kansas Department of Health and Environment. She collects
the necessary samples. She orders supplies and keeps the
board informed.
The quality of work she does is more important than the
paycheck. When the district's office was burglarized recently
and the computer was stolen, she was able to have a new
computer delivered on Saturday and worked on Sunday to
have it ready to go on Monday.

“Rural Water Manager of the Year”
– Dwight Scholz, Atchison RWD 5

Dwight Scholz, Manager of
Atchison County Consolidated
Rural Water District No. 5 was the
recipient of the “Rural Water Manager of the Year” award.
Dwight has 16 years of experience with the daily
operations of the sprawling rural water district. His
knowledge of residents' locations, people skills, and being a
CPA well qualify him to provide good business strategies in
support of the district's board of directors. The district
serves more than 1,350 customers. He is a landowner and
farmer as well.
“His management style is one of accessibility and he
encourages opinions and ideas to be freely expressed; he
seeks competent counsel and advice from lawyers and
engineers as necessary; he settles any disagreements between
patrons and the district regulations when they surface,”
Elmer Ronnebaum commented during the presentation.
Scholz has been very involved in several expansions of the
district, notably the consolidation of the former Rural Water
District No. 4 with the larger and more recently constructed
RWD 5.
Between the responsibilities of the district and his family,
Scholz seems to have little time for extra-curricular activities
– that is, after farming and taking care of a cow herd and
managing his insurance agency based in Lancaster.
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“Waste Water Operator of the Year”
– David Goheen, City of Downs

David Goheen, City of Downs,
received the “Municipal Wastewater
Operator of the Year” award.
Goheen was cited for his outstanding leadership skills.
He is certified by the Kansas Department of Health and
Environment to operate both water and wastewater utilities.
At Downs, he attends to and oversees both utilities – among
other responsibilities including the city's parks, streets, the
cemetery and the swimming pool. He only recently retired as
fire chief after many years of service.
Dave has overseen a partial relining of the city's
wastewater collection system. Having an old mechanical
plant that utilized a trickling filter and discharging effluent,
the city was under a mandate to correct the situation; the
award winner helped guide the construction of a new 3-cell
lagoon system and a new pump station at existing facilities.
Downs’ water system involves a nitrate removal water
treatment plant.
David and his wife Zoe are active in their community and
their church. They have four sons and a daughter and delight
in attending the events and seeing the accomplishments of
their 15 grandchildren.
In the announcement of the award, Goheen was described
as an extrovert. “If he doesn't know you, it doesn't take long
before he gets acquainted and tells you a story,” says
Association General Manager Elmer Ronnebaum.

“Rural Water Operator of the Year”
– Randal Norris, Cowley RWD 5

Randal Norris, Operator for
Rural Water District No. 5,
Cowley County, was the recipient
of the “Rural Water Operator of the Year” award at the 2009
KRWA conference.
Norris has been employed by the rural district for 16 years.
He has helped install numerous new services, repaired leaks
in all kinds of weather and has provided necessary assistance
to the district’s customers. In the past several years, he has
been instrumental in getting a new line from the supplying
city to Dexter. The line is a shared transmission line with the
rural water district. Due to his concerns that the district
always provides a high quality of water, he oversaw the
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installation of equipment in the district’s storage tank to
ensure good mixing of fresh water with that in storage. The
district presently serves approximately 700 rural customers;
the water source for the district is purchased from the city of
Winfield.
Norris is also a devoted family man. He is presently
working on building a library in Dexter that he and his wife
began in memory of their daughter. The project has required
much time and patience. Randy also helps his parents with
numerous projects. When he does have any time for himself,
he enjoys flying his airplane.

“City Clerk Operator of the Year”
– Amy Arasmith, City of Jewell

Amy Arasmith, City Clerk at
Jewell, KS, was the recipient of the
“City Clerk of the Year” award.
“Hardworking and dedicated; detailed oriented” – were
words used in describing Arasmith leading up to the
announcement. The accolades continued: “Very patient –
always kind – and always willing to help others!”
In her role as City Clerk, Arasmith hears them all, from
‘barking dog' complaints, pet complaints, water bill
complaints. Regardless, she always maintains a great sense
of humor.
“Amy Arasmith is a true advocate for the city,” says
Association General Manager Elmer Ronnebaum. During the
presentation, she was cited for helping promote and obtain
grant funding and financing to construct a new community
center and day care, the installation of 25,000 feet of new
water lines, rehabilitating of 18 homes and working to see
that dilapidated buildings were removed. A second grant
allowed 12 more homes to be rehabilitated, the construction
of a memorial park, the purchase of a new fire truck and the
emergency installation of a new water storage tank.
Most notably, last May when a large tornado destroyed
parts of Jewell and tore down the city's water storage tank,
Amy missed two days of work at city hall. That same storm
destroyed the Arasmith farmstead and home. Her husband
Roy is Manager of Rural Water District No. 3, Mitchell
County. During that tragedy, Amy was at work – and Roy
was also, working on the water district to help keep Jewell
supplied with water directly from the water district. “Deeds
speak much louder than words – there are no words that can
describe or better demonstrate that level of selfless dedication
to others; the Association is very pleased to present this
award to a very deserving person,” Ronnebaum said in
making the announcement.

Augusta has the
"Best Tasting Water In Kansas"
Both the new building on left and older plant building is on
the right. Note the Super Pulsator in back of newer building.
rink up! It's "Quality on Tap!" The best tasting water
in Kansas is produced by the city of Augusta. So
says the team of professionals who judged water
from Augusta as the Best Tasting Water in Kansas during
the 42nd Annual Conference & Exhibition for water and
wastewater utilities sponsored by the Kansas Rural Water
Association held in Wichita March 24 - 26.
Augusta gets its water supply from three different lakes:
El Dorado Reservoir, the Augusta City Lake and the Santa
Fe Lake. The city's water treatment plant has a 5.76 MGD
capacity. Augusta sells water to the city of Mulvane,
Sedgwick County RWD 3, Butler County RWD 4 and
Butler County RWD 1.
John Ball is Superintendent of Augusta's water and
wastewater utilities. The water treatment plant has three
operators. John and another operator have Class IV
certification from the Kansas Department of Health and
Environment. There is significant growth in the area
especially between the cities of Wichita and Augusta.

D

Bulk storage tanks for liquid coagulant.

Augusta is actively seeking additional wholesale water
supply customers.
The city of Florence took second place and American
Water Fort Leavenworth placed third in the taste test
contest.
A sample of water from Augusta was entered in the
"Great American Water Taste Test" to be held in
Washington, DC on April 21 with winners from other states.
Although Augusta did not place in the top five nationally,
the city holds the honor in Kansas until 2010.
Contest judges at the KRWA conference were Ned
Marks, Terrane Resources, Stafford, KS; Rusty Redding,
Layne-Western Company, Wichita; Kevin Menning, Hach
Company, Loveland, CO; Monica Wurtz, US EPA, Kansas
City, KS; Bill Shroyer, City of Sabetha; Randy Stone,
USDA Rural Development, Topeka and Stuart Porter,
Schwab-Eaton, P.A., Beloit, KS.

Chlorine gas cylinders chained to wall with shut-off wrenches
on all bottles.
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By Delbert Zerr, KRWA Consultant

City of Norton – Most Improved
System Award winner

T

requirements, the city hired the firm
he city of Norton is located in
of Miller & Associates Consulting
the northwest part of the state at
Engineers, with offices in Kearney
the intersection of US Highway
and McCook, Nebraska to design
36, US 283, and Kansas Highway
improvements. Eventually, the city
383. Norton, which advertises itself
chose to rehabilitate the existing
as the “pheasant capital of Kansas”
plant rather than replace it with
started as a stagecoach stop for the
membrane filtration.
Leavenworth and Pikes Peak
The first process in the treatment
Stagecoach Line. It now has a
train consists of the addition of
population of about 3,000 and is the
chlorine dioxide as the primary
county seat of Norton County.
oxidant. Chlorine dioxide generating
Station 15, a replica of an early
and feeding equipment is one of the
stagecoach station, is located in a
new processes added to the plant.
roadside park beside Highway 36.
With the addition of chlorine
It’s free and can be viewed 24 hours
dioxide, the city is complying with
a day.
the disinfection byproducts
The city of Norton recently
requirements. These are
received the “most improved water
Chris Frack, Utilities Supervisor, holds a photo of
trihalomethanes (TTHMs) and
system” award at the KRWA annual some of the phase one improvements.
haloacetic acids (HAA5) caused
conference in Wichita. What does it
when free chlorine combines with
take to receive this award? Well, in
organics normally present in raw surface water. The
the words of Chris Frack, Utilities Supervisor, “A lot of
building housing both the chlorine dioxide equipment and
improvements were made to this plant with more to come in
the chlorine cylinders and feeding equipment is the one new
the next construction phase. Unfortunately though, most
building that provides immediate visual evidence of an
were of the type that local residents (taxpayers) cannot see,
upgrading project.
such as new filter media and a new underground chlorine
Upgrades made inside the existing water treatment plant
contact basin.” Chris said that it is sometimes difficult to
building include a change in chemical feeding. The use of
explain just where such a large expenditure, roughly $3.670
all the original dry chemical feeding equipment has been
million went.
discontinued. Chemicals such as ferric chloride, which is
So, exactly where did the money go? First of all, let’s take
being used as the primary coagulant, are purchased in liquid
a look at Norton’s source of water. The city of Norton
form. Chris stated that he prefers purchasing and feeding
utilizes two entirely different sources. Keith Sebelius Lake,
chemicals in liquid form, as it is much less troublesome than
located about three miles southwest of town, currently
the dry feeding method. New bulk chemical storage tanks,
provides about 60 percent of the supply and three wells
with spill protection, were included in this project.
provide the remaining 40 percent. Two totally different
Other improvements inside the existing building include
sources of water can provide a great deal of flexibility but
rehabilitation of the two gravity sand filters and the addition
treating both groundwater and surface water has its
of a third filter. Filter rehabilitation included changing out
challenges especially when trying to meet drinking water
the media, installing a much needed air scouring system,
standards for disinfection byproducts, generally a surface
installing turbidity monitoring at each filter, and filter-towater issue, and additional standards for uranium and
waste piping. The SCADA system was also upgraded to
arsenic, both groundwater issues.
allow operators to better monitor and control plant
The water treatment plant, which was originally
operations.
constructed in 1964, has served the city well. But with the
Another unit that was added as a part of this project is the
need to bring the system into compliance with Kansas
chlorine contact basin that is located after the filters. The
Department of Health and Environment (KDHE)
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basin is baffled to encourage mixing
of the chlorine with the water. At the
present time, free chlorine is being
used; however, Chris indicated they
are considering changing to
combined chlorine as the
maintenance residual in the
distribution system.
As noted earlier in this article, the
city is planning another phase (phase
2) in the near future. Phase two will
consist of installing covers over the
two clarifiers, constructing a
building over the bulk chemical
storage tanks for protection and
security, drilling three additional
wells resulting in a doubling of the
number of wells in the system,
placing a standby generator at one
of the wells to allow pumping to the
city in an emergency, and install
security fencing at the plant.
The contractor on this 2.0 MGD
plant project was BRB Contractors,
Inc., Topeka, KS. A KDHE State
Revolving Loan Fund provided
funding for the project. The
projected cost of the phase two

improvements is $1.952 million. This
cost projection, along with the phase
one cost and the city’s contribution of
$300,000, brings the total cost of the
project to $5.622 million dollars. The
impact to customers was rather
significant with a monthly rate increase
from $7.20 to $16.82 for 200 cubic feet
(1,496 gallons). The over 200 cubic feet
This photo shows the new solution chemical
rate increased from $0.74 to $ 1.62 for
feed system. Utilities Supervisor Chris Frack, each 100 cubic feet (748 gallons). Patty
prefers this system over the original dry
Rowh, Billing Clerk, noted that average
chemical feed system.
monthly usage is about 700 cubic feet,
which would result in a monthly bill of
just under $25.00 per customer. When
asked if there were customer complaints
as a result of the increase, both Patty and
Darla Ellis, City Clerk, stated that there
were some complaints at the time but
not any more. The phase one project was
completed in October 2008.
Congratulations to the Norton city
council for taking on such a project to
provide a good quality of water to city
residents. Also, congratulations in
New overhead piping system delivers air to receiving the most improved water
system award at the KRWA annual
the air scour system at the filters. The
original plant did not have air scour.
conference.

City of Leoti receives Silver Faucet Award

U

SDA Rural Development
Business and Community
Programs Director Gary Smith
presented the annual “Silver Faucet
Award” to the city of Leoti during the
2009 awards ceremony.
"Like many rural Kansas
communities, this community has had
to face the challenges of a declining
population due to out-migration. In an
attempt to stem the tide of the outflow,
the community embarked upon
developing a comprehensive
countywide strategic plan developed by
citizens of the county. The plan
addressed the elements relating to
economic opportunity and sustainable
community development. One of the
cornerstones of that plan was the
upgrading of a badly aging

community’s water system," Smith
commented.
A study of the water system was
completed in 2000. Rural
Development funded the project with
$1.9 in loan and grants in 2001. The
city replaced obsolete distribution
lines and improved wells. Water loss
has remained very low since
completion of the project. Several
businesses have been attracted as the
city diligently works to improve the
economic climate.
Each year USDA Rural
Development presents the Silver
Faucet Award to a water supply
system in Kansas that exemplifies the
qualities of cooperation, dedication
and leadership in providing both high
quality and quantity of water service to

Konrade Martin, Leoti Utilities Supt.,
holds the Silver Faucet Award presented
by Gary Smith, USDA Rural Development
Business and Community Programs
Director.

rural water users. The 2009
announcement marked the 35th year
that USDA Rural Development has
presented the award to a water system
for exemplary actions and leadership.
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Cabaret Oldtown
rocks Centur y II
with greatest hits
The 2009 Conference entertainment,
“Cabaret’s Greatest Hits,” was another showstopper. The cast and band from Cabaret Oldtown
lived up to every expectation and more – and the
KRWA audience showed appreciation with a roaring,
standing ovation.
The musical comedy took the audience back to
some of Cabaret’s favorite and most popular
moments over the past few years. The amazing
cast included Heather Bloomgren, Cary Hesse,
Kyle Vespestad and Monte Wheeler – and the
The cast – Kyle Vespestad, Cary Hesse, Heather
fabulous Cabaret Oldtown Band. Audience
Blomgren and Monte Wheeler in the finale’.
participant (and KRWA helper) Rita Clary may
have debued for future shows as she provided
moments just too rich to describe, bringing the house down with cheers.
As for the real cast members, Heather Bloomgren appeared in Cabaret …Gone Country!,
Totally Gnarley 80’s, Holiday Night Live, and SUDS. Cary Hesse appeared in Gone
Country!, Menopaus-A-Palooza! and 8-Track-Sounds of the 70’s.
Kyle Vespestad always brings a guaranteed good time, playing the
role of Milt Dudman at Cabaret Oldtown. He has appeared in several
prior shows at KRWA conferences.
Monte Wheeler loves singing and being silly with his friends at
Cabaret. He is an award winning actor who has worked
all over the country. A published artist, he has
served as Artistic Designer at Cabaret Oldtown
since 2005. As a side
note, Monte also
played the role of
“Monte Hall” in
the KRWA’s “Let’s
Make A Deal” opening
session
skit.
KRWA assistant Rita Clary raises her hand and seems
Cabaret
band
to indicate ‘back oﬀ, bud’ to cast member Kyle
members
who
put on
Vespestad. It was an icing on the cake moment.
one fantastic
performance were Rich Bruhn, Musical Director / Keyboard; Steve
Hatfield on drums; John Probst on bass and guitarist Ron Smith.
KRWA thanks Cabaret Oldtown owner and producer Christi
Moore for another great show. The shows provide the cap to a
great day and gives conference-goers a rare opportunity to see
top quality entertainment.
Vespestad and Wheeler during
one of their zanier moments.
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Thanks to these presenters for parcipang
in the 2009 KRWA Annual Conference
Gail Abney – Mayer Specialty Services, LLC, Goddard, KS
Ken Alessi – Smith-Blair, Inc., Raymore, MIO
Terry Alexander – Alexander Pump & Services, Inc., St. Marys, KS
David Banowetz – Postal Presort, Inc., Wichita, KS
Travis Beran – Subsurface Solutions, Gretna, NE
Marsha Carpenter – Kansas Dept. of Health &
Environment, Salina, KS
William Carr – Kansas Dept. of Health & Environment, Topeka, KS
Jim Challis – Ponzer - Youngquist, Olathe, KS
Mitch Copman – SEMS Technologies, Suwanee, GA
Curtis Cummings – City of Wichita, Wichita, KS
Allen Dinkel – City of Abilene, Abilene, KS
Bob Dunlevy – US EPA, Kansas City, KS
Sharon Dwyer – Douglas RWD 5, Lawrence, KS
Nathan Eberline – League of Kansas Municipalities, Topeka, KS
Bob Evenson – R W Evenson, Inc., Topeka, KS
Marla Flentje – Austin Peters Group, Wichita, KS
Gary Flory – KIPCOR, North Newton, KS
Richard Frankforter – Maguire Iron, Inc., Sioux Falls, SD
Ryan Freed – Kansas Corporation Commission, St. Mary's, KS
Paul Froelich – City of Enterprise, Enterprise, KS
Mike Fulkerson – Leavenworth Cons. RWD 1, Basehor, KS
Rod Geisler – Kansas Dept. of Health & Environment, Topeka, KS
Jason Goeckler – Kansas Dept. of Wildlife & Parks,Emporia, KS
Jeff Goldsberry – Charles Machine Works, Perry, OK
Craig Gottschalk – Cascade Earth Sciences, Valley, NE
Jim Grimes – Rycom, Wathena, KS
Ken Grotewiel – Retired, Kansas Water Office, Lawrence, KS
John Haas,"Ranson Financial Consultants, L.L.C., Wichita, KS
Jeremy Hall – Creative Business Solutions, Topeka, KS
Gary Hanson – Stumbo Hanson, LLP, Topeka, KS
Steve Harris – Environmental Techniques, Phoenix, AZ
Carl Hartley – Carl W. Hartley, LLC, Paola, KS
Leo Haynos,Kansas Corporation Commission, Topeka, KS
Rex Heape – Shafer, Kline & Warren, Inc., Iola, KS
Meghan Hemenway – Environmental Finance Center,
Kansas City, KS
Bob Hennig – Municipal Pipe Services, Inc., Hastings, NE
Heath Horyna – Kansas Dept. of Health &
Environment, Wichita, KS
Steven Iwersen – Aurora Pointe, LLC, Lenexa, KS
Katharine Jackson – Morrison, Frost, Olsen & Irvine, LLP,
Manhattan, KS
Sonya Johnson – Office of Attorney General, Topeka, KS
Don Kirkland – City of Wichita, Wichita, KS
Pete Koenig – Kansas Rural Water Association, Seneca, KS
Eileen Koutelas – Water One, Lenexa, KS

Todd Mayer – Mayer Specialty Services LLC, Goddard, KS
Pat McCool – Kansas Rural Water Association, Wichita, KS
Brian McDowell – Water Products, Inc., McPherson, KS
Ed McGrath – R. E. Pedrotti Company, Inc., Mission, KS
Brad Mears – Kansas Municipal Utilities, McPherson, KS
Bob Medina – Kansas Dept. of Health & Environment, Topeka, KS
George Moody – US EPA, Kansas City, KS
Karl Mueldener – Kansas Dept. of Health &
Environment, Topeka, KS
Kevin Mullin – Ritchie Development, Wichita, KS
Cris Naegele – Utility HelpNet, Inc., Wichita, KS
Dorman Otte – DAO Consulting, West Des Moines, IA
Mitch Price – Postal Presort, Inc., Wichita, KS
Kasey Quick – Design Her Style, Wichita, KS
Tina Rajala – Kansas Water Office, Topeka, KS
Mary Redmond – The LeaseSpeak System, Bonner Springs, KS
Robert Repschleger – Badger Meter, Inc., Milwaukee, WI
Rose Mary Saunders – Ranson Financial
Consultants, L.L.C., Wichita, KS
David Scott – Kansas Secured Title, Topeka, KS
Pat Shaffer – Butler RWD 5, Benton, KS
Jen Sharp – JenSharp.com, Ottawa, KS
Gary Smith – USDA Rural Development, Topeka, KS
Marty Snyder – Office of Attorney General, Topeka, KS
Allan Soetaert – Johnson RWD 7, Gardner, KS
Denise Spurlock – Pre-Paid Legal Services, Wichita, KS
Tracy Streeter – Kansas Water Office, Topeka, KS
Michael Tate – Kansas Dept. of Health &
Environment, Topeka, KS
Terri Thomas – Kansas Bankers Association, Topeka, KS
Katie Tietsort – Division of Water Resources, Topeka, KS
Cathy Tucker Vogel – Kansas Dept. of Health &
Environment, Topeka, KS
George,Ulmer – Smith-Blair, Inc., Raymore, MO
Robert Vincent – Ground Water Associates, Wichita, KS
Fred Vocasek – Servi-Tech Laboratories, Dodge City, KS
Vickie Wessel – Kansas Dept. of Health &
Environment, Topeka, KS
Linda Windler – Thoroughbred Systems, Inc., Topeka, KS
Merle Windler – Thoroughbred Systems, Inc., Topeka, KS
Billy Winkle – Postal Presort, Inc., Wichita, KS
Monica Wurtz – US EPA, Kansas City, KS
Cliff Zens – City of Wellington, Wellington, KS
Lara Zent – Texas Rural Water Association, Austin, TX
Bert Zerr – Kansas Rural Water Association, Manhattan, KS
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Conference-goers contribute $6,110 to WaterPAC

A

s an affiliate of the National Rural Water
Association, KRWA members benefit from the
legislative representation by National Rural Water
Association (NRWA) in Washington. NRWA works in
support of public water and wastewater systems in a variety
of ways including support for funding programs to construct
and improve systems. NRWA has made significant
contributions in developing and supporting legislation that
benefits communities across the U.S.

KRWA annually provides an opportunity for conference
goers to support the NRWA political action committee,
WaterPAC. A raffle is held during the conference in
Wichita. In 2009, the raffle raised $6,110 which was sent to
WaterPac. Donations ranged from $1 to $125.
The chart shows the names of the winners of the
WaterPAC Raffle prizes. KRWA contributes the cost of the
prizes for the raffle. KRWA and NRWA appreciate the
outstanding support for WaterPAC by Kansans.

WaterPac Raffle Winners
Prize

Winner

Kansas Spirit Quilt
32-Inch Flat Screen TV
18-Inch Stihl Chain Saw
Food Saver
Juicer
Electric Smoker
Shop Vac
Grill
Generator
Craftsman Powered Tool Kit
10-Inch Compound Mitre Saw
Mantis Tiller
Kitchen Aide Mixer

Jan'et Dawson, Shawnee Cons. RWD 1
Linda Hepburn, Butler RWD 5
Debra Schlabach, Washington RWD 1
Paul Froelich, City of Enterprise
Pat Shaffer, Butler RWD 5 / KRWA
Dave Harper, City of Haysville
Debra Schlabach, Washington RWD 1
Kyla Schlabach, Washington RWD 1
Jon Bolinder, City of Alma
Kyla Schlabach, Washington RWD 1
Allen Thomas, Harper RWD 2
Elmer Ronnebaum, Kansas Rural Water Association
Kevin Jones, Mid West Fire Training Associates

Quilt Winners . . .
Winners of the three grand prize pieced quilts are below:
John Swearingen who chose Kaleidoscope. John is the
water and wastewater operator for the city of Frankfort.
To the right: Jim Stout of CAS Construction, Topeka, was
the winner of Triple Irish Chain.
Lower right: Michael Jacobs chose the Heritage quilt;
Mike is a water operator for the city of Kingman.
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Jan'et Dawson, Shawnee Cons. RWD 1, winner of
the Kansas Spirit quilt, a WaterPac Raffle prize.

Kacey Quick
explains
Image & Style
at the
Wednesday
spouse
program.

“I’m going to Disney World!” Lucky winner Treasa
Martin jumped up and down in euphoria at the
close of Carnival Nite 2009 when her name was
drawn for the grand prize: a trip for two for three
nights’ stay with travel and hotel accommodations
to Disney World!
Another race at the Kentucky Derby, Carnival
Nite 2009.

Chef Shawn Horseman (center) and staff turned many pancakes
for the 800 who enjoyed breakfast on Thursday morning.
James Meadows, Leavenworth Cons. RWD 1, has a
plate size pancake added to the scrambled eggs and
sausage breakfast.
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Annual Conference Review

Comments from conference-goers
What did you like best?

What did you like least?

■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

■

■

Sessions and exhibits
Keynote address
Everything!
All arrangements were excellent
Speakers, opening session and Headliners
Very good conference
Great conference
We liked the whole thing
Classes and information
Great speakers; wonderful turnout
All of it – excellently done!
So much information and a very reasonable cost
Sessions, meals and carnival party
Getting my test over!
You all – KRWA – do an amazing job and I appreciate it;
this conference is amazing; we are lucky to be part
of it. Thanks!
Nice informal atmosphere and the variety of sessions
Organization, friendly spirit, good time, Butler
Headliners, Steve Iwersen
KRWA staff – helpful and supportive; they are great
Bulletproof employee handbook session
Food – good service – good quality
Training and information for everyone
Classes very informative, interesting topics and
presenters
Carnival nite
Gaining different perspectives about my job
Bookkeeper Forum
KRWA conference continues to be the
best mix of vendors, education and
entertainment of any organization
I have been involved in!
I brought a board member who had never
attended before and she was really
impressed and told me she learned a lot
and had fun. Keep up the good work.
This is the best conference I have ever
attended. I learned a tremendous amount
and felt it was a great use of my time.
Thank you for all the hard work and
dedication you give to your work.

Timing is everything ...
This photo shows a patio table at a home
in southwest Kansas the day after the
KRWA conference, March 27.
Wichita and the surrounding area had
from 8 to 14 inches of snow.
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■
■
■
■
■

Some rooms were too cold
Parking
BBQ and carnival party
Did not have too much to pick from
Several sessions without handouts
Tuesday lunch cost too much
Don’t add extra spices to corn
No separate container for pop cans
Choices of preconference sessions
Some sessions had sales pitches
Elevators are slow
Hard time deciding which programs to attend; maybe offer fewer
programs but run them two times
P.A. system in almost every session was messed up
Some classes were over-crowded
Walking long distances to lunch
Excessive walking
Alcohol being served

What should we do different in 2010?
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Have longer sessions and more hours
Hold it one week later
Group exhibitors by line of business: engineers, suppliers, etc.
More detailed wastewater lab training
Have separate buckets for carnival prize tickets
Carnival nite needs a bank
Have Bookkeeper Forum as a Tuesday pre-conference
Change the entertainment; we are country people,
enough of the big city year after year
■ More trash cans
■ All day Bookkeeper Forum. I really
enjoyed the conference and appreciate the
planning and work involved. KRWA is
one membership I feel we get way more
than our money’s worth. Keep up the
good work!
■ More operator credit sessions
■ More on wastewater; have wheel chairs
for handicapped people
■ Work on sound system in all areas
■ Allow operator credit hours for sessions
such as “Time is of essence.” I feel
certified operation need such skills and
should receive credit for attending.
■ Eliminate praying and the carnival nite

